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September 10,1999

Jane E. Henney.
Commissioner
Food and Drug Adminidratiau
5600 Fishers Lane
hChilk, MD 20857

Dear C’onmissio!wr Henney,

We are writing to urge that the Food and Drug Administration tie immediate final action on a proposed
seafood -labeling rule published more than a year ago. This matter has languished befbre the FDA fbr over
five years, during which time the lack ofa clear l~eliqq de k c~~b~ to CO~~ c~*ion ~ well
as to harm mffered by the U.S. blue crab industry.

Cm@~Y, tie ~e~ @low crab pducts to be labeled only as “crabmeat.” Such mm w~ is &~~Y

assumed to be CalIinedes s.apidus(blue crab), historically one of the most common and widely recognized
nmrces ofcrabmeat in the U.S. However, the rules allow pxxlucts derived from any of the thousands of
crab ~pecies fimnd around the world to be labeled ‘Lcrabmeaf’without indicating species or country of
Crigin

On February 15,1994, the Ndicmal Blue Crab Indusiry Association (N13CI.A)fileds petition to enswe
clear labeling of blue crab. More than three years later, the FDA published a proposed rule modeled on the

mcm proposd. By the dose of the comment period h Jtiy of l=t yew, tie ~A ~ ~cei~ ~Y ~n
comments on the proposal, which was supported by a number of industry groups. However, FDA has sMl
not taken action on a final rule.

+

In the meantime, imports of crab meat from other crab species have more than doubled. Labeling of these
imports is misleading to consumers, who cannot distinguish foreign and infkrior crabmeak fkom blue crab.
FDA has already noted the recurring mimqxesentations of domestic products derived rnwhoIe or in part
tiom imported crabmeai. This cmwmer confhsion also undermines the ability of the U.S. blue crab
industry to maintain ih hard-won place in the market
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C@aml F. Fulcher Seafood Compmql Inc.
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